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THE EFFECT OF THE INTERNET ADDICTION ON THE INFORMATION-SEEKING BEHAVIOR OF THE
POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS.

Soleymani MR, Garivani A Zare-Farashbandi F'.
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Abstract

INTRODUCTION: Internet addiction is a typical use of the internet that causes the psychological, social, educational, or occupational
problems for the peaple. Students need the internet more than other people due to their educational or research needs. The rate and type of
the internet use may affect their information-seeking behavior too. This study aims to investigate the efiect of the internet addiction on the
information-seeking behavior of the postgraduate students.

METHODS: This applied study that uses the correlation method. The research population composed of 1149 postgraduate students of
Isfahan University of Medical Sciences, of which 284 were selected using the stratified random sampling as the sample. Yang's internet
addiction questionnaire and the researcher-developed questionnaire of the infarmation-seeking behavior were used as the data collection
instruments. Instrument validity was confirmed by the specialists of librarianship and medical sciences and its reliability was confirmed using
the Cronbach's alpha coefficient (0.86). Research data were analyzed using the descriptive statistics (mean and standard deviation) and
inferential statistics (independent- tests, Pearson cormrelation coefficient, and variance analysis).

RESULTS: Based on the findings, there was no sign ofinternet addiction among the 86.6% ofthe students. However, 13% of the students
were exposed to the internet addiction and only 0.4% of internet addiction was observed among the students. There was no significant
diffierence between the information-seeking behavior of the male and female respondents. There was no sign of the internet addiction in any
dimension of the information-seeking behavior of the students.

CONCLUSION: This study showed that there is no relationship between the information-sesking behavior of the students and the age and the
rate of the internet use. Promoting the network infrastructures and increasing the internet speed as well as facilitating the use of electronic
resources should be prioritized by the officials.

KEYWORDS: Information-Seeking Behavior, Internet Addiction; Isfahan University of Medical Sciences; Students
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